
Polos 1 

EDUCATION________________________________       __________________________________                       __                     

University of Illinois                           Champaign-Urbana, IL                                      2000-2004                  
Dual Degree: B.A in International Studies and B.A. in Anthropology, Minor in Spanish 

� Summa Cum Laude, Cumulative GPA: 3.94/4.0  
� University Bronze Tablet Honors(top 3%), Phi Beta Kappa, and Golden Key Honor Societies 
� Supporting coursework in International Political Science, Cultural Anthropology, History, and Sociology 
� Qualitative and quantitative research experience using multiple methodologies 
� Foreign Language Skills: High fluency in Spanish, moderate fluency in French 

WORK AND LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE______________________________________________                      _                           

Illinois Office of the Comptroller              Chicago, IL 2/2005-Present 
Policy Analyst 2/2006 - Present 
Government Career Trainee Fellowship – 2/2005 – 2/2006  

� Research, analyze, and issue recommendations for new public policy and legislative initiatives including, state 
funded stem cell research, campaign finance and Medicaid payment reform 
� Successfully lobbied to secure $15 million in state funds for stem cell research  
� Research and publish articles in the “Fiscal Focus” magazine on subjects such as the state budget, transit 
financing, and pension solvency  
� Attend legislative committee and policy hearings and issue memoranda of findings to Policy Director 
� Monitor daily media related to high-profile projects, state and federal policy and legislation 
� Aid communications department, author press releases and complete rapid response research              
� Work with local, state and national advocacy groups to advance policy initiatives 
� Act as liaison to the Greek as well as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender communities  
� Provide staff support to State Comptroller at events and news conferences  
� Directed Chicago office annual charitable fundraising drive, which raised $36K in 2006 

Professional Services Industries, Inc.  Engineering Firm       Elgin, IL             10/2004-2/2005 
Administrative Assistant 

� Duties included proposal writing, report writing and editing, cost estimation, billing, and data entry. 
� Reported to Branch Manager and all Elgin-branch Engineers 

Schaumburg Township District 54   Schaumburg, IL 11/2004-2/2005 
Substitute Teacher 

� Taught various subjects for grades K-12   
U.S. Congressional Campaigns   Schaumburg/Chicago, IL 6/2004-11/2004 
Volunteer 

� Completed data entry and research for candidate for U.S. House of Representatives 
� Participated in voter registration campaign for candidate for U.S. Senate 

El Centro por los Trabajadores (The Center for the Workers) Champaign, IL   8/2003-1/2004  
Intern    

� Aided in Public Relations by raising El Centro’s profile at planning, fundraising, community business, 
organizational, political and religious functions, and representing the organization at the Coalition for a Police 
Review Board 

� Managed tutoring and translating programs as well as served as a Spanish/English teacher and translator 
� Created and updated donor databases in MS Access and completed budgetary analyses  

University of Illinois                               Champaign, IL                                       9/2003-12/2003 
Global Studies Intern 

� Worked alongside Liberal Arts Dean and professors to pilot a Global Studies Program that integrates global 
themes into intro-level classes and brings guest speakers of international acclaim to campus 

� Met weekly to make assessments of curriculum, activities and tests, and to issue future recommendations for 
the program 

� Mentored freshmen students in Global History and led question and answer discussions 

CONTACT  I N FORMAT ION  

  2 7 5 4  N .  STREET  COURT      PHONE:  1 1 1 - 1 1 1 - 1 1 1 1   
 CH ICAGO ,  IL  6 0 6 1 4      E -MAIL :  JE SS ICA@YAHOO.COM          
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� Improved students’ test-taking and academic writing skills  
� Due to the success of the Pilot Program, the Global Studies Program has been launched within multiple LAS 

departments and now involves over 700 students 
� Information on the program, in its evolved form, is available at www.globalstudies.uiuc.edu 

 
VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES____________________                          

Member of the Chicago Council on Global Affairs, Chicago Women in Government Relations, the Hellenic-
American Leadership Council; Deputy Registrar for Chicago and Cook County; Volunteer for Chicago Aldermanic 
Races, Howard Brown Health Center, and the Glass Slipper Project; Chairperson for Chi Omega Fraternity; 
Hobbies are traveling, cooking, and playing the piano 
  


